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               BEMIDJI TOWNSHIP




     148 Carr Lake Road SE

      Bemidji, MN  56601 

         (218) 333-3617


      bemtwnsp@paulbunyan.net
     www.bemidjitownship.com

	Town Board Meeting Schedule

(the Town Board usually meets the third Wednesday of each month)

April 21, 2010                                     October 20, 2010                           

May 19, 2010                                       November 17, 2010

June 16, 2010                                     December 15, 2010

July 21, 2010                                      January 19, 2011

August 18, 2010                                 February 16, 2011

September 15, 2010                           March 8, 2011

                                                            (Annual Meeting and Election)

The Board of Audit is held in February, prior to the Annual Meeting.  

The Restructuring Meeting is held in late March after the Township Election.  

The Board of Review and Road Review are held in May.

Volunteer Opportunities

Flower Beds:  The flower beds at the Town Hall need reconstructing and planting.               Anyone interested in taking a look at this project is urged to call 467-3401 and arrange a meeting to discuss the possibilities.

JPC positions:  The Joint Planning Commission is a 12-member citizens committee that is charged with long-range planning for the Greater Bemidji Joint Planning Area.   The Commission reviews zoning applications, holds public hearings and advises the Joint Planning Board on matters of development, zoning and capital improvements.  Regular meetings are held on the 4th Thursday every month at City Hall (with occasional special meetings) and Commission members are paid $50 for each meeting attended.  The public is always invited to attend these meetings, and the meetings are also televised on cable.
Town Board positions:  The Bemidji Township election is held on the second Tuesday of March.  Town Board members deal with issues pertaining to township roads, signs, weeds, animal control, legal, fire, and Joint Governance, a true “grassroots” governing body.  The public is always invited to attend these meetings.



Town Board

   Officers

Becky Livermore

   Chair

    751-8746

Joan McKinnon

   Vice Chair

   751-8798

Jan Heuer

   Supervisor

   444-3837

John Rowles

   Supervisor

   751-1634

Lowell Vagle

   Supervisor

   766-9641

Lanee Paulson

   Clerk

   467-3401

Tim Wang

   Treasurer

   444-9866

Representatives on the

Joint Planning Board:

Becky Livermore and

   Joan McKinnon

Representatives on the

Joint Planning 

Commission:

George Stowe

   444-6847

Joe McKinnon

   751-8798

Monty Eidem

   444-5275

Animal Control 

Officer:

Dolf Corvalli

   760-6651

	Committee Reports from the 

March 9, 2010 Annual Meeting

Roads

Road repair and maintenance issues were identified during the annual Road Review on May 15, 2009 and a follow-up review was done on August 29, 2009.  Graveling, pothole repairs, patching and some overlay work were completed based on the Road Reviews.  Some major road construction will have done on part of Lakeview Drive and Yellowhead Road near WeeGwas Drive.  Road Supervisors John Rowles and Jan Heuer will be looking into outlining a 5- year road plan after the Road Review this spring.  If you have any major road concerns, please contact the Road Supervisors (John Rowles or Jan Heuer) or call the township office (218) 333-3617 or e-mail the township clerk at:  bemtwnsp@paulbunyan.net
Signs

To ensure that Bemidji Township is in compliance with an unfunded Federal mandate which requires agencies to establish a sign management program along with a sign replacement schedule, Bemidji Township contracted with Anderson Passe & Associates to perform a sign inventory and sign evaluation which was completed during October 2009.  This inventory reports 215 regulatory/warning signs and 98 street signs in Bemidji Township.  Some warning signs (i.e. “Slow Children”, “Watch for Children” or “Deaf Children” ) and some street signs (speed limit signs installed without a MnDOT speed study) will remain in-place and when they “age” out they will not be replaced.  We now have a management tool to easily identify sign assessment and replacements needed.
Animal Control

Beltrami Rural Animal Control Organization (BRACO) shows the following statistics for Bemidji Township for 2009:

Complaints received

85 reported 

Animal bites


3 reported

Citations issued


1 reported

Animals impounded

26 reported
Rural Fire Association Information

The Rural Fire Association (RFA)/City of Bemidji Fire Department protects 522 square miles with an estimated population of 35,000.  The department responded to 2600 calls for service in 2009.  This included 77 fires, 95 rescues, 687 emergency medical responses and 1371 airport standbys.  Of the 2600 calls, 2427 responses were within the City of Bemidji and 173 were in the rural service area.    The department provided 275 combination smoke/carbon monoxide detectors to citizens.



    Rental Properties Ordinance

The purpose of the Rental Properties Ordinance is to protect the health, safety and welfare of all residents of Bemidji Township through regulation of rental dwelling properties located throughout the township.

The ordinance applies to all rental dwelling units located within the boundaries of Bemidji Township where the owner or legally recorded contract purchaser does not live on the premises.

Rental permits shall be granted to all rental dwellings provided they comply with minimum conditions listed in the ordinance (see the township web page under “Ordinances” or call the town office (333-3617) to request a copy of the ordinance).  It is the responsibility of the rental owner to obtain all required inspections.  Rental permits remain in effect for a maximum of three years and then they must be renewed.

                       Schedule of Fees

                        (approved March 29, 2010)

Rental Permit Fee                         $ 250

After the fact Violation                   $ 500

Renewal Rental Permit Fee          $ 100

After the fact Violation                   $ 200

Special Meeting Fee                     $ 400

                   Annexation Info 

Preparing for the 2010 annexation has been a major concern.  The first area of annexation has been delayed for Northern Township by the City until 2012 due to problems Northern Township incurred related to assessment of properties for water and sewer lines installed in 2008-2009. As of this time, the City is  also delaying annexation of Bemidji Township until 2012 but this could change if the City Council changes its mind.  Also, the tax schedule will be changed to a 4-year plan (100%-75%-50%-25%) rather than the 5-year plan (100%-80%-60%-40%-20%) previously approved.  Please note this does not put off or change the 2015 annexations.  
           Zoning and Building Permits

Building and Zoning permit information may be obtained by calling the Greater Bemidji Area Joint Planning Board at 218-759-3579 or by visiting their web site at: www.jpbgba.org
	Committee Reports from the 

March 9, 2010 Annual Meeting 

(continued)

Joint Planning Board/

Joint Planning Commission

Currently the JPB is staffed with 3 full time employees and the office is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the lower level of City Hall.  Each local government unit (LGU) supports the JPB financially and is broken down percentage wise proportionally with the number of projects or actions handled by the JPB. Bemidji Township contributes 20%, Northern Township 30%, and the City of Bemidji 50%.  
The Joint Planning Board is comprised of 8 members (4 from the city, and 2 from each of the townships).  Currently Joan McKinnon is the chair (from Bemidji Township).  The Joint Planning Commission is a 12 member commission of residents selected from each LGU (6 from the city, and 3 from each of the townships).  The JPC meets at 6:00 p.m. on the fourth Thursday of each month and the JPB meets at 6:00 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each month.  The public is always invited to attend these meetings, and the meetings are also televised on cable.

Beltrami Association of Township Officers (BATO)

BATO meets once a quarter and township officials from throughout Beltrami County come together to listen to speakers and discuss issues that pertain to each of the townships.  At each meeting, a representative of the Beltrami County Commissioner Board attends and provides updates and information in the county.  The MAT District 12 director also provides updates regarding township policies at the state and national levels.

Budget/Levy for 2011 approved  at the

March 9, 2010, Annual Meeting

General Fund                            $118,000.00

Road/Bridge                              $252,000.00

Fire                                            $ 52,000.00
TOTAL                                      $422,000.00

Election Information

Bemidji Township elections for Town Supervisors are held each year, the second Tuesday in March. Notice is posted and published for town offices to be elected, for dates candidates must file affidavits of candidacy with the town clerk, and the date of the election. 



      Town Hall Rental Information

The Bemidji Town Hall was renovated in 2008 and a kitchen area, storage room and office were added.  The hall area is larger and more suitable for baby showers, birthday parties, meetings, etc.  Please stop by and check it out!!!

A basic policy agreement must be signed by each potential user of the Town Hall (see web page for “Policy Agreement”).

The following charges apply to users of the town hall:

Usage fee:  $25.00 deposit (to be returned when the

                               premises are approved after use)

RESIDENTS:  Non profit             $25/meeting

                       Profit                     $50/meeting

NON RESIDENTS:  Non profit    $50/meeting

                                 Profit           $90/meeting

GOVERNMENT GROUPS:         $50/meeting
Donation Information

Bemidji Township is limited by law as to what contribution(s) it may make to applicants and therefore pertinent information is requested from each applicant to assist the Board and township residents in making a decision on whether a donation may be made under Minnesota law.  Bemidji Township is not obligated to make donations and the Township’s first consideration is always its responsibilities to the taxpayers.

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)

Federal Flood Insurance is now available in the Township of Bemidji.

The township has joined over 20,500 communities nationwide that are allowed to purchase federally backed flood insurance.  This availability follows the townships adoption and enforcement of ordinances to reduce flood losses and acceptance by the National Flood Insurance Program, which became effective on February 22, 2010. 

Residents of Bemidji Township are able to purchase flood insurance up to the limits under the regular phase of the program.  Keep in mind there is a 30-day waiting period before flood insurance coverage goes into effect.  For single-family dwellings, the building coverage limit is $250,000, and the contents coverage limit is $100,000.  Renters can also protect their belongings by purchasing contents coverage.  For commercial properties, the building and contents coverage limits are both $500,000.  

	Animal Control Concerns:

Do not allow your cats or dogs to run free in the township!
At the annual meeting there was a concern expressed about the Animal Control Officer’s hours of service.  Currently Dolf Corvalli does not take calls on weekends.  The Town Board is exploring the possibility of hiring someone else for part or all of a full-time Animal Control Officer, or possibly asking the Sheriff’s Department for assistance on weekends.  

PLEASE NOTE:  It is unlawful for any person who is the owner or who is in possession of a dog or cat to permit such animal to run at large (not on a leash or under physical control of the accompanying person).  Also, the owner or custodian of any animal shall prevent the animal from committing any act which constitutes a nuisance.  It is a nuisance for any animal to habitually or frequently bark or cry, to frequent school grounds, parks or public beaches, to chase vehicles, to molest or annoy any person away from the property of his owner or custodian or to damage, defile or destroy public or private property.  Failure of the owner or custodian of the animal to prevent the animal from committing such a nuisance is in violation of the Bemidji Township Ordinance for the Regulation of Dogs and Cats.
Animal Control Officer:   Dolf Corvalli, phone 218-760-6651
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